
ELIGIBILITY: This program supports community organizations, faith-based organizations, municipal 
“adopt-a-lot” programs, garden clubs, green teams, and energetic community members looking to 
spearhead a garden project.

• Projects must be located in Passaic County.  

• Applicants must have a minimum of three adults committed to their project.

• Schools are not eligible to apply, please contact Abbey Daniel, School Grounds Manager at: 
adaniel@city-green.org  for school garden inquiries

• Commercial for-profit entities are not eligible for funding. 

TYPES OF GRANTS:
A. Dig In! Community Garden and Neighborhood Farming Grants 

• All projects should be food-producing Community Gardens or Neighborhoods Farms. 

B. Dig In! Water Assistance Grants 

• Open to existing Dig In! Community Gardens who have been in successful operation for 2 or more years

• Grants up to $2,000 are awarded. These funds may be used for hoses, rain barrels, irrigation, water 
hook up and other water-related necessities. A 10% match is required to qualify for this grant.

C. Dig In! Tree & Habitat Restoration Grants 

• Applicants can apply for a Pollinator Habitat Garden Grant in Spring 2019 (Tree & Daffodil Bulbs Grants 
are available in the Fall Grant Cycle). Projects must be highly visible to the public, provide an 
identifiable positive impact to the neighborhood, and have on-site access to water. 

• Pollinator Habitat Garden Grants are $500 and can be used to purchase: perennial plants, hoses, and 
soil amendments. 75% of the grant funds must be used to purchase plant material,  grant funds cannot 
be used to buy annual plants.

 
HOW TO APPLY: 

• All FIRST-TIME COMMUNITY GARDEN and/or TREE & HABITAT GARDEN applicants are 
required to complete an in-person consultation. Please contact City Green’s Community Garden 
Coordinator to schedule your consultation: Erin Maguire at emaguire@city-green.org or call 
973-869-4086.

• Returning applicants can download an application at:  https://www.citygreenonline.org/dig-in-
community-gardens.  Applications are due Wednesday, March 6, 2019. 

• Approved applicants must accept the grant in person at a Dig In! Award Ceremony. Consultations 
for first time applicants should be completed before the ceremony to receive funding.

First-year gardens Funding can be up to $2,500 with a 10% match 

Second-year gardens Funding can be up to $1,000 with a 15% match

Third-year or older Funding can be up to $500 with a 20% match

Dig In! Passaic County Garden Grants
Gardening provides a way to spend time in natural green spaces, encourages and improves access to 
healthy and fresh food, enhances the quality of life for residents and supports local wildlife. Through the 
Dig In! program, City Green provides financial, technical and educational resources to develop, build and 
support gardens throughout Passaic County. The Dig In! Passaic County Garden Grant Program is 
funded by the Passaic County Board of Chosen Freeholders and operated by City Green.
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CONTACT INFORMATION 
Name of Community Group or Organization: _________________________________________________________

Address and City, State, Zip code: ___________________________________________________________________

Primary Project Coordinator: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________ Email:___________________________________________________________

Second Project Coordinator: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________ Email:____________________________________________________________ 

Third Project Coordinator: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________ Email: ____________________________________________________________ 

All grant applicants must include:
1. Completed itemized Budget Sheet below
2. Completed narrative questions for your selected grant type from the following page
3. A Letter of Support from a community leader. (i.e. community-based or faith based 

Garden Expenses Quantity Cost Total

Total Expenses $

Dig In Grant Requested $

Other (i.e. additional grant funding) $

$

$

Total Income $



RETURN APPLICATION TO:  Erin Maguire, Community Garden Coordinator, City Green Inc., 
171 Grove Street, Clifton NJ 07013, email: emaguire@city-green.org

Telephone: 973-869-4086, Fax: 973-998-0682 
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Please choose one grant from the choices below and respond to the applicable questions in a 
range of  50-100 words per question. 

A. First Year Community Garden Grant Applicants
• Contact Erin Maguire to schedule a consultation and receive your application packet
• In order to qualify for an application, you must 

• Have secured a garden site that receives 6-8 hours of sunlight
• Have at least three dedicated leaders for the Community Garden 

A.  Returning Community Garden Grant Applicants 
1. Why are you applying for additional Dig In! Funding? How do you plan to spend the grant award? 

How will this grant help make your garden plans a reality? 
2. How do you plan to maintain leadership and volunteers for the garden in 2019 and in future 

seasons? 
3. Please submit 2-3 photos or videos from last year’s growing season. 
4. Please submit 1-2 testimonials from a gardener or participant on how the garden has impacted 

their lift and the community. 

B. Water Assistance Grant Applicant for eligible Community Gardens 
1. Please give a brief description of your community garden, the commitment of your garden group, 

and any other evidence of how well-established your garden is
2. Please describe the challenges your garden has faced with securing a consistent supply of water
3. What type of watering system do you plan on installing? How do you plan to spend the grant 

award? 
4. Please submit a plan or diagram of the watering system you intent to install

C. Dig In! Tree & Habitat Restoration Applicants for Spring Pollinator Habitat Garden Grants
1. Please describe your garden site in detail and provide a sketch or photo of the site. Indicate the 

address and cross streets of the garden site. If you do not represent the site owner/manager, 
please submit a letter of permission on official letter head stating authorization to use your 
selected site for a Pollinator Habitat Garden. 

2. Please describe how the garden site meets the eligibility requirements of being 1. highly visible to 
the public, 2. providing an identifiable positive impact to the neighborhood including local wildlife, 
and 3. having on-site access to water.

3. Why do you want to install a Habitat Restoration Garden? What is your vision for the use and 
purpose of this garden? How do you plan to spend the grant award? Who will install the garden? 
What is the maintenance plan for the garden? 


